- =,

FISM.

Fé&dération Internationale des Sociétés Magiques

International Federation of Magic Socicties

FISM Newsletter

No. 178 — 13 AUGUST 2026
To all Presidents of the FISM member societies
and Delegates in the General Assembly

Dear President, Dear Friend in Magic,

Our Federation encompasses many activities centred around the Art of Magic. The most
emblematic of these is undoubtedly the FISM World Championship of Magic, with all its
crucial preliminary steps, from the FISM Qualified Contests to the FISM Continental
Championships.

However, at FISM, it's not all about competition! According to our statutes, our mission is
also "to be a leading global platform for magic, committed to enhancing, promoting, and
developing the Art of Magic". It is from this foundation that the FISM Academy initiative was
born. It is therefore with great pleasure that we present to you today three key events for the
FISM Academy that took place in July:

e the establishment of the FISM Academy Headquarters at the Museo della Magia in
Cherasco, Italy;

e theinauguration of the FISM Academy China Hub at the Shanghai Circus School;

e the FISM Academy's second Advanced Magic Workshop, held at the China Hub in the
days following its inauguration.

FISM ACADEMY HEADQUARTERS: OPENING CEREMONY IN CHERASCO

On 23 July 2026, the Museo della Magia in Cherasco, Italy, was
officially confirmed as the international Headquarters of the FISM
Academy. This decision, which was first presented to the FISM
General Assembly in Turin on 15 July 2025, was formalised at a
ceremony attended by Don Silvio Mantelli (also known as Mago
- Sales), the founder of the Museo della Magia and President of its
| Foundation; Andrea Baioni, FISM International President;
Domenico Dante, FISM International Advisor; Peter Din, FISM
Academy Managing Director; Stefania Allasia, Councillor for
Education, Association Relations and Twinning of the Municipality
of Cherasco.
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The FISM Academy will use the museum's facilities to host study activities, meetings, seminars,
advanced coaching sessions and cultural initiatives, thus establishing Cherasco as an
international centre for the training, exchange and research in the Art of Magic.

Prior to the ceremony, on Sunday 20 July, the museum offered free admission to all magicians,
a benefit which FISM Card holders continue to enjoy. Plans are already underway to organise
further workshops and dedicated activities for FISM judges at the new headquarters.

Andrea Baioni described the new FISM Academy Headquarters as an important step towards
the development and professionalisation of the Art of Magic, emphasising the need for a clear
framework to help audiences recognise the years of study, discipline and practice that go into
a magician's work. Don Silvio Mantelli recalled that, according to the Touring Club, the Museo
della Magia, which he founded in 2013, is now the third most visited museum in Italy, after the
Forte di Bard in Aosta and the Museo Egizio in Turin.

FISM ACADEMY CHINA HUB: OPENING CEREMONY AT THE SHANGHAI CIRCUS
SCHOOL

On 6 July 2026, the FISM Academy China Hub was formally
inaugurated at the Shanghai Circus School, in a ceremony
jointly hosted by the China Acrobats Association and FISM
International.

Representatives from the China Federation of Literary and Art
Circles, the Shanghai Federation of Literary and Art Circles, the
China Acrobats Association, the Shanghai Acrobats
Y Association and the Shanghai Media Group Performing Arts
attended the event, together with FISM President Andrea
Baioni, who S|gned the official partnership agreement establishing the hub on behalf of FISM
International.

Founded in March 1989, the Shanghai Circus School was the first government-approved
secondary vocational school in China dedicated to training professionals in acrobatics and magic
performance. In 2003, its programme was designated a Key Programme of Shanghai's
secondary vocational schools. In 2020, it became one of the city's first Brand Programmes and,
in 2023, it was recognised as a Municipal High-Quality Specialty Development Initiative. Since
2021, when it began recruiting students for a specialisation in magic, the school has remained
the only secondary vocational institution in China to offer such a course.

FISM ACADEMY ADVANCED MAGIC WORKSHOP AT THE CHINA HUB

H In the days following the inauguration of the
& hub, the FISM Academy held its Advanced
28 Magic Workshop there from 6 to 10 July 2026.
Over the course of eight-hour daily sessions
spanning five days, thirteen students selected
from magic and acrobatic companies across
China worked under the guidance of three FISM
. Champion coaches: Bill Cheung, Miguel Mufioz
. and Francesco Della Bona.
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Teaching was delivered on a rotating basis, with

students working in small groups across three EDEEEMFJT@ ;1
\"f L

thematic modules dedicated respectively to ; 'ﬁ-’
individual coaching, broadening creative thinking - ,d‘_.‘.‘..‘,‘
and collective brainstorming. Throughout the ™ § 2 el /f

workshop, each participant received direct, one-
to-one guidance from all three coaches focusing §
on developing their acts, working methodology
and creative composition techniques.

Best regards,

e o

Andrea Baioni
President FISM International
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